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Effect of Pronunciation Practices on the Acquisition of Artificial Languages 

 

NAGAI Katsumi 

 

Abstract:  Teachers of foreign languages often have their students pronounce target structures 

repeatedly, individually or in chorus.  Because repetition after a teacher and repetition with a 

teacher are the most widely used ways of pronunciation practice in a language classroom, the aim of 

this paper was to measure the effectiveness of the two types of practice.  Grammatical and 

non-grammatical test sentences in artificial languages were synthesized by arranging three or four 

bisyllabic nonsense words.  The participants were asked to repeat the test sentences in two ways 

(i.e. repeating after and with the model) and to judge whether the sentences were grammatical or not 

by pressing keys on a response pad.  The results indicate that repeating with the model tends to 

yield better scores than repeating after the model. 
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Doff, A. 1988: 114, 

 (i) Say the sound alone.  (ii) Say the sound in a word.  (iii) Contrast it 

with other sounds.  (iv) Write words on the board.  (v) Explain how to make the sound.  

(vi) Get students to repeat the sound in chorus.  (vii) Get individual students to repeat the 

sound. Gershon, S. & Mares, C. (2005: 7)

 (i) Listen to the sentences several times.  (ii) Repeat the sentences silently as you 

listen to them and look at the page.  (iii) Listen again with the book closed and repeat the 

sentences out loud. Celce-Murcia, 

M., Brinton, D. M. & Goodwin, J. M. (1996: 310) tracking

mirroring shadowing

 

examples of directions mode of model presentation

presentation before/with imitation

learner’s imitation

7 Nagai, K. 2007 1

a-repeat w-repeat

 

 

 

terms 
examples of 

directions 

mode of 

model 

presentation 

presentation 

before 

imitation 

presentation 

with 

imitation 

learners’ 

imitation 
notes 

a-repeat 
Repeat after 

me. 
audio yes no 

at learners’ 

pace 

most basic 

task 

w-repeat 

Listen and 

repeat with 

me. 

audio yes yes 
slightly 

delayed 

learners and 

teachers speak 

together 

m-repeat 
Repeat with 

me. 
audio no yes 

can precede 

teachers 

repeat from 

memory 

e-repeat 
Repeat with 

me. 
audio no yes 

delayed by a 

few syllables 

called 

“shadowing” 

or “echoing” 

s-repeat 
Read with 

me. 
audio-visual no yes 

can precede 

teachers 

e-repeat with 

visual 

presentation 

recitation 
Recite from 

memory. 
none no no 

at learners’ 

pace 

repeat from 

memory 

buzz session 
Practice 

freely. 
none no no 

at learners’ 

pace 

masking by 

other learners’ 

voices 
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teachability communicative importance

Roach, P. 2000: 189f

Dalton, C. & Seidlhofer, B. 1994: 73

naturalness

intelligibility 

(‘being understood by a listener at a given time in a given situation,’ Kenworthy, J. 1987: 13)

naturalness intelligibility

Nagai (2007)

Reber, 

A. S. (1967, 1989)  
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3 4 A B

1976 20 2 1988

hayu waho

8 teyu, nune, muwa, rayo, yuti, yuma, rohe, waso 8

A B Windows SpeechAPI 1998

22kHz

972ms (S.D.=32) 750ms

w-repeat 1000ms
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... 8  

A * 0

 

[teju] * [rajo] [muwa] [ju i] 

[waso] [rajo] * [juma] [rohe] 

[waso] [rajo] * [juma] [nune] [ju i] 

B  * A  

[muwa] [rohe] * [ju i] [nune] 

[rajo] [teju] * [rohe] [waso] 

[rajo] [rajo] [rohe] * [ju i] [nune] 

1 A B 0 5

Lipschutz, S. 1976, Hopcroft, J. E. & Ullman, J. D. 1979 1

CFG

A B

A B 160
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Panasonic CF-Y2 Cedrus Superlab 

2.0.4 Yamaha Avitex D/A Creative 

PCSBAGY2Z Sony MDR-CD2000 60dBSPL Onsoku 

OAE-260/OMC-58/OS-445E

Sony ECM-55B

2  

Cedrus RB-834
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1

2ch Edirol R-1  

 

  

3 se

100

t

124.0 111.1

t(8)=-2.36, p<.05, two-tailed  

3

ik

T

8 positive cases 148 positive 

cases, 3 equal ranks z =9.69, p<.001  
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shadowing e-repeat

 

Nagai (2007)

 

 



 

 233

  

 

 

 

C 19520494

 

 

 

Celce-Murcia, M., Brinton, D. M. & Goodwin, J. M. (1996) Teaching Pronunciation. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.  

Dalton, C. & Seidlhofer, B. (1994) Pronunciation. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Doff, A. (1988) Teach English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Gershon, S., & Mares, C. (2005) Gear Up Student Book 1. Oxford: Macmillan Education. 

Hopcroft, J. E., & Ullman, J. D. (1979) Introduction to Automata Theory, Languages, and 

Computation. Boston: Addison-Wesley. 

Kenworthy, J. (1987) Teaching English Pronunciation. London: Longman. 

Lipschutz, S. (1976) Theory and problems of discrete mathematics. Columbus: McGraw-Hill. 

Nagai, K. (2007) Differences of pronunciation practices: A study of “Repeat with me” and “Repeat 

after me”. Journal of the Phonetic Society of Japan, 11, 79-93. 

Reber, A. S. (1967) Implicit learning of artificial grammars. Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal 

Behavior, 6, 855-863. 

Reber, A. S. (1989) Implicit learning and tacit knowledge. Journal of Experimental Psychology: 

General, 118, 219-235. 

Roach, P. (1992) Introducing Phonetics. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

Roach, P. (2000) English Phonetics and Phonology (Third Edition). Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 (1976)  

 (1998) Microsoft speech API Animo 

 (1995) 2, 12-23 

 

2007 11 22 1 2007 12 27  


