
13 December 2013 (English phonetics II / nagai) 
Function of intonation 
 (focus) (attitude) (grammar)

(discourse) (pitch)  
 pitch (nuclear) tone tone

(tonic syllable)  
 tone head tail  
 ignore ‘broad/narrow focus’ and ‘deaccenting’ 
 
 tonic syllable  
 // is that you jane //  

 is that you jane [ʤ]  
 is that you jane [ei]  
 is that you jane  

 2  
// there are ˎfive of them // ˎarent there //  // there are ˎfive of them // ˏarent there // 

 (tone) (tonic syllable) pitch  
 ↗  /  / consistent  

 
 (grammatical function of intonation) 

  ˋ (fall) 
  ˋ (fall) 
  ˊ (rise) 
 wh  ˋ (fall) 
  ˋ (fall)  ˊ (rise) 
  ˊ (rise), ˊ (rise), ... ˋ (fall) 

 tone  ˋ (fall) 50% (Crystal 1964,1969)  
  ˋ (high fall)  ˎ (low-fall)  

high-fall more emotional  
ˋyes, ˋno, ˋthanks, ˋgreat ˎyes, ˎno, ˎthanks, ˎgreat  

 (incomplete) (more to follow) tone  ˊ (rise)  
30-40% (ibid.) // ˏjanuary // ˏfebruary // ˎmarch // 
  ˊ (high rise)  ˏ (low rise)  

ˏyes, ˏno, ˏthanks, ˏgreat ˊyes, ˊno, ˊthanks, ˊgreat  
 dominance (Brazil 1994)  

 (lack of interest, boredom at routine events) ˍ (flat)  
 ˍyes, ˍwell 

 (partial agreement, reservation)  ˇ (fall-rise) (Wells 2006) 
 ˇyes, ˇwell 

 (empatic)  ˆ (rise-fall)  
 ˇyes, ˇwell 

  


